
My dear Friends,  
 
I hope this finds you and your loved ones safe and well as we continue to cope with the 
many challenges of the continuing Covid 19 pandemic. 
 
I know that last weekend some of us enjoyed a little respite and fun with marking the 75th 
anniversary of VE Day. I saw pictures of distanced street parties and afternoon teas with 
flags and bunting. The Roath Vicarage family dressed up and had tea in the garden, Lydia 18 
wore my old Army Chaplain's uniform and Sophie 14 wore a lovely 40s style dress and we 
listened to Glenn Miller and Vera Lynn! I hope you too had a few moments of fun even if 
remotely with friends or family.  
 
We perhaps forget that one of the positive things that came in the post war era was the 
establishment of Christian Aid. The organisation was originally intended to help the 
thousands of refugees and displaced persons whose lives were torn apart by the ravages of 
six years of war and persecution. The needs of those people were met and the invaluable 
work of Christian Aid was begun.  
 
As the years have gone by the scope of Christian Aid has widened massively to embrace 
many countries and peoples throughout the world. It is very much a development body 
helping communities work for themselves in providing essential things for life like clean 
drinking water, good agriculture practices, health care and education for the young in places 
where these things are difficult to achieve. We are so fortunate in our society that these 
things are provided for us and we sometimes can take them for granted.  
 
Normally as we begin Christian Aid Week some of us would be arranging street collections 
and going from house to house to encourage our neighbours to contribute. We have 
arranged concerts, coffee mornings and quizzes to have fellowship and fundraising for this 
charity. Sadly all our plans this year have had to be cancelled or postponed.  
 
However the claims on the work of Christian Aid are as great today as ever. Although we are 
not able to donate this year in the usual ways we must not neglect our obligation to help 
wherever we can. It is possible to give online or by post to Christian Aid and anything we are 
able to give will go towards this valuable task . We may feel that our life is not so good as we 
would wish at the moment but let us never forget that in the human family we have sisters 
and brothers who need our help.  
 
As we look forward this week to Ascension Day, let us remember that our Lord left his 
disciples and us his followers to do his work and surely supporting Christian Aid is one of the 
ways we can fulfil this calling.  
 
Best wishes and prayers as ever,  
Stewart  
 
The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  
 


